
Prayas

It  all  started  in  2009,  when  a  bunch  of  ETs  of  NTPC-
Singrauli, volunteered to get involved in social service. They 
began teaching   few needy children  living in  and  around 
Shaktinagar. Gradually, the number of ETs involved increased 
and so did the number of children being benefited. This group 
which  conducted  daily  classes  to  the  children  was  named 
Prayas.

Ever since, it has become a tradition for the ETs of NTPC, 
Shaktinagar,  to  carry  on  this  noble  work.  In  2010-2011 
around 18 ETs (among which I too happen to be one) were 
involved in carrying this baton, with over 80 students having 
taken benefit of the classes conducted daily evening. 

Out of the 80 students, around 30 were very regular. Classes 
used to commence at 5 p.m sharp, immediately after prayer. 
The batch of students was split into different groups based on 
their IQ-levels and each group was handled by a pre-decided 
volunteer.  While  Maths,  Science,  Social  Science  and 
languages were particularly stressed upon,  we took enough 
care to see that the students were equipped with general skills. 
They were also made to play various games. As most of them 
were  not  proficient  enough  in  spoken-English,  enough 
attention  was  paid  to  the  same.  At  regular  points  of  time, 
various  competitions  were  conducted  to  access  them  and 
various prizes were distributed to the winners.  This  helped 



encourage  the  students  in  general,  and  the  winners  in 
particular.  Enough  care  was  also  taken  to  see  that  human 
values, culture and discipline were imbibed in the students. 
The  first  set  of  competitions  were  held  on  the  24th  of 
October-2010,  the  prizes  and  sweets  for  which  were 
generously sponsored by Mr.  Gourav Gupta,  ET-2010.  The 
competitions  included  public  speaking,   singing,  musical 
chair  etc.  The next  set  of  competitions were held on 12th, 
December-2010.  The  ETs  generously  contributed  in  large 
amounts and a small part of this money was used to manage 
the  prizes  and  the  remaining money was  used  to  fund the 
other  activities.  We  followed  a  fully-transparent  system of 
handling  money  by  making  the  details  of  all  transactions 
public.  We  also  celebrated  the  birthdays  of  Swami 
Vivekananda and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, though in a 
very simple manner, to create awareness among the students 
about our national heroes. On Feb 8th, Saraswati  Puja was 
celebrated, with the participation of around 50 students, all 
ETs and DTs. Khichdi and other eatables were served to all 
present. 

The students also had the unique oppurtunity of taking part in 
the Anand Mela, for which a stall had been put up exclusively 
by  Prayaas.  We  also  decided  to  go  about  distributing 
"Shiksha-Patra",  in  order  to  collect  funds  for  distributing 
school  kits  to  the  most-regular  kids.  School  bags,  Shoes, 
books,  geometry  boxes,  colors  and  other  stationery  was 
distributed to around 35 students who were identified to be 
regular.  A few  needy  students  were  also  given  a  pair  of 



clothes. As the amount collected far exceeded our expenses, 
thanks to the enthusiasm of our volunteers and the generosity 
of all ETs and DTs, we had enough money to buy materials 
such as books, pens etc. for the 600-odd students of Dr. B. R. 
Ambedkar School. 

Finally,  as  I  conclude  this  report,  I  consider  myself  very 
fortunate to have been a part of this noble activity and hope 
that, in the days to come, this activity shall be furthered and 
shall benefit more students.

                                 -Ajay Pai P 
                      ajaypaip@gmail.com
                                08124455807
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